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3den  Lodge, 


The  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Woodbridge  Urban  District  Council. 


Woodbridge, 

Suffolk. 

October,  195 


Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  195 S, 
dealing  with  the  general  health  of  the  population  of  Woodbridge 
and  with  such  matters  of  hygiene  and  sanitation  as  may  influence 
the  health  of  the  coimunity. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Council  and  Officials  for 
their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


C.  H.  imE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OPYICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


G.  H,  Imriej  T.D. ^ 

M,  B. ,  Gh,  B,  j  D.P.H. 


Public  Health  Inspector 

G.  Ogden,  M.R.S.H.  ,  M.A.P.H.I. 


A.  STATISTICS 


lo  Summary  of  General  Statistics 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  . .  1097 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (approx) . . .  2060 

Rateable  Value  of  District  ..........  £68,237.  0.  0. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  .  £275.  17.  7. 


/ 
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SUj^HY 

During  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  little  change  in  the  general 
characteristics  of  Wood bridge.  As  a  residential  area  its  popularity  seems  to 
be  growing.  Light  industry  shows  some  increase  while  the  general  amenities 
of  the  town  are  improving.  Woodbridge  is  still  the  shopping  centre  for  quite 
a  large  part  of  the  surrounding  rural  area  and  economically  there  is  a  large 
measure  of  interdependence  between  the  urban  and  the  rural  districts 

The  population  of  the  town  continues  to  grow  but  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimate  for  195B  was  5?680y  which  is  an  increase  of  only  60  over 
the  previous  year.  This  figure,  I  feel,  is  on  the  low  side  and  does  net 
seem  to  take  into  consideration  the  large  number  of  American  Air  Force  families 
who  are  resident  in  the  district.  These  must  amount  to  a  significant  figure 
which  is,  however,  difficult  to  estimate. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  Woodbridge  was  again  high  when  compared  with 
England  and  Wales,  while  the  Death  Rate  was  emseptionally  low.  A  pleasing 
feature  was  the  very  low  Still  Birth  and  Infant  Mortality  rates  for  the  year. 

During  the  year  the  causes  of  death  followed  the  same  general  pattern 
as  in  previous  years.  It  is,  however,  worthy  of  note  that  no  deaths  from 
infectious  causes  were  recorded,  while  deaths  from  iiialignant  diseases  showed 
a  considerable  decrease  In  195S  there  were  10  deaths  which  were  attributable 
to  some  form  of  malignancy  while  in  1957  there  were  13  and  in  1956  there  were 
15,  In  view  of  the  public  interest  in  this  subject  during  the  past  few  years, 
this  is  interesting,  although  the  numbers  involved  are  too  small  for  aiiy  but 
tho  most  general  conclusions  to  be  drawn.  Deaths  from  accidental  causes  again 
showed  a  welcome  decrease. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  during  1958  totalled  16.  This 
low  figure  is  largely  accounted  for  1958  being  particularly  free  from  the 
upper  respiratory  infections  of  childhood  such  as  measles  and  whooping  cough, 
which  usually  make  up  the  bulk  of  notifications 

The  protection  of  the  younger  age  groups  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  under  the  County  Council's  schemes  was  again 
actively  pursued  and  the  results  have  been  most  encouraging.  It  is  of 
interest  to  note  that  in  England  and  Wales  in  1948  there  were  3^575  cases  of 
Diphtheria  notified  with  a  mortality  of  156.  In  1957  tho  corresponding 
figures  wore  37  and  6.  These  figures  speak  for  themselves.  With  regard  to 
immunisation  against  Poliomyelitis  it  is  rather  early  to  estimate  the  degree  of 
effect  of  the  large  scale  immunising  programmes,  but  the  indications  are  that 
they  are  having  a  beneficial  effect. 

Housing  accommodation  in  Woodbridge  is  still  in  demand  and  tho 
housing  of  Old  People  requires  special  consideration.  Old  People’s  dwellings 

must  bo  economical  in  rent  and  labour,  and  it  has  to  be  remembered  that  their 
tenants  will  want  the  company  of  their  friends  and  relatives  fairly  frequently 
and  so  must  not  bo  too  isolated.  It  is  best  to  incorporate  some  Old  People’s 
dv/ellings  in  a  general  housing  scheme. 
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Sluni  clearance  work  was  started  in  the  Gastle  Street  area  during 
the  year  and  good  progress  has  been  made„  Planning  the  redevelopment  of 
the  area  is  in  pr ogres Sj  and  the  planning  of  the  next  area  to  be  dealt  with 
is  a  matter  which  will  require  attention. 

There  was  little  change  during  the  year  in  the  situation  as 
regards  a  Sewage  Disposal  system  for  Woodbridge.  The  agreement  which  this 
Authority  entered  into  with  the  Rural  District  has  prcved  unrealistic  and 
unworkable  and  it  appears  that  the  best  course  is  to  have  a  separate  system. 
Planning  along  these  lines  has  started.. 

There  can  be  no  possible  doubt  that  some  modern  form  of  Sewage 
Scheme  is  an  urgent  need  for  Woodbridge^  and  this  need;,  I  feel  sure,  v;ill 
be  supplied  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

The  disposal  of  dry  refuse  in  the  Council's  tip  continues  as  in 
previous  years.  Controlled  tipping,  to  be  successful,  requires  close  and 
careful  control. 
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Causes  of  Peat h 


Code 

No. 

Male 

F  emale 

Total 

MS 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 

0. 

i 

2. 

Tuberculosis  other 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6„ 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

■- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Polioiiiyelitis 

- 

- 

■- 

8. 

Measles 

- 

■- 

•- 

■- 

9. 

Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

1 

2 

3 

1 

11. 

i'lalignant  neoplasm  lung  bronchus 

- 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm  breast 

■- 

-- 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm  uterus 

- 

- 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

3 

7 

5 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

-- 

- 

- 

mw 

16. 

Diabetes 

- 

- 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

4 

5 

9 

9 

18. 

Coronary  disease  angina 

10 

5 

15 

12 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

- 

1 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

3 

4 

7 

6 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

4 

22. 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

7 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

- 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- 

'WM 

rm 

1 

27. 

Gastritis  and  diarrhoea 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

- 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

•- 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy  childbirth 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

-- 

- 

- 

- 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

5 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

34  ■■ 

All  other  accidents 

- 

- 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

>- 

'wm 

- 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

33“ 

29“ 

62 

66 
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Infectious  Disease 
Notifications  Received 


1 

3 

i 

10 

.li 

23 

under 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

6c 

ms. 

Disease 

1 

2 

4 

i 

IL 

24 

LL 

64 

oyer 

unknown 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

■- 

1 

1 

- 

“ 

" 

'w 

- 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

■- 

■- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

“ 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

“ 

0 

1 

- 

- 

~ 

3 

Erysipelas 

~ 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

"Km 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

1 

'M 

3 

6 

- 

10 

Dysentery 

■- 

- 

- 

-- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

*Mi 

- 

aw 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

Jaundice 

n. 

1 

1 

16 


Monthly  Notifications 

Pis  ease  Jan  Neb  Mar,  Apl  NlaV  Jne  ^1;^^  Aug,  ^ejct  Oct  Nov  Tfital 

Scarlet  Fever  1-  -  2 

Whooping  Cough  -  ___» 

Polio-myelitis  _ 

Measles  -  ^11-  3 


Erysipelas  -  ~ 

Pneumonia  2'-“5"’-ll  -  -.  -1  10 

Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning  - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

/ 


J  aundice 


1 


__1 

16 
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Tuberculosis 


Pulmonary 

N  on^Pulmonary 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Number  on  Register 

1st  January,  1958 

17 

4 

-  1 

22 

Number  of  cases  notified 
during'  the  year 

2 

1 

2 

■  5 

Number  restored  to 

Register 

■- 

- 

_  - 

“Ma 

Number  added  otherwise 
than  bv  Notification 

1 

1 

'^m  rm* 

2 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  Register 

6 

1 

im  mm 

7 

Number  reimining  on  Register 
at  31st  December,  1958 

5 

2 

1 

22 

Details  of  Gases  added  to 

Register 

Age 

Sex 

Occupation 

Location  of  Disease 

58 

M 

Warehouseman 

N  on-Pulmonary 

79 

M 

Retired  Army  M.  0, 

Pulmonary 

44 

M 

Clerk-Typist 

Pulmonary 

52 

M 

Lorry  Driver 

Pulmonary 

21 

F 

Housewife 

Pulmonary 

20 

M 

Royal  Air  Force 

N  on-Pulmonary 

36 

F 

Housewife 

Pulmonary 

Cases  Removed  from  Register 
4  ^  Recovered 

2  -  rioved  to  another  District 
1  -  Died  (other  causes) 
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FOOD 


Food  Premises  in  District 


Bakers 

8 

Groc ers 

9 

Butchers 

7 

Green  Grocers 

10 

Confectioners 

10 

General  Stores 

12 

Dairies 

2 

Pork  Butchers 

2 

Fish  Mongers 

4 

Hotels  and  Cafes 

12 

Fish  &  Chip  Shops 

4 

Food.  Inspections 


The  following  items  were  inspected  and  condemned  during 

the  year:~ 


71|-  lbs.  Fish 
10  dozen  Fish  Cakes 
47  lbs .  Bac  on 
13  lbs.  Tinned  Meat 
3  tins  Fruit 
6  tins  Peas 

1  tin  Beans 
3  tins  Milk 

2  tins  Soup 

1  tin  Svjeet  Corn 

2  tins  Kit-F-Kat 
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Action  under  Various  Acts  &  Regulations 


1. 


Factories 


On  Register 


ions 


Defects  Reined  ied 


Factories  not 
employing  power 


Factories  eraplcying 
pc^.^;er 


5  4 

36  22 

41  26 


Outworkers  -  Nil  on  Register 


11.  National  Assistance  Act,  19 Z. 8 


No  statutory  action  under  Section  4*7  of  this 
Act  was  considered  necessaiy  during  the  year. 


